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I have a perfect horror of words that are not backed up by deeds.

Theodore Roosevelt


Most people when they think of Teddy Roosevelt, they remember him as the great American president who coined the term, “Walk softly, but carry a big stick.”  However, in addition to being President of the United States he served as New York State Assemblyman, Governor of New York, Vice- President of the United States, deputy sheriff in the Dakota Territory, Police Commissioner of New York City, U.S. Civil service Commissioner, Assistant Secretary of the Navy, and Colonel of the Rough Riders. The amazing thing about all of these accomplishments is that they were all done by the age of 42.

As great as he was a president, he excelled also as a conservationist, naturalist, rancher, outdoorsman, and hunter. In fact he was a founder of the Boone and Crocket Club, the National Collegiate Athletic Club (NCAA), and the Long Island Bird Club. As a naturalist he was considered the world’s foremost authority on large American animals. Roosevelt would go on to lead two major scientific expeditions for American museums, one to South America, and the other to Africa. Somehow, with all these other interest, he was able to raise six children, read almost a book a day, and write some thirty five books.


Some believe his greatest contribution was his work for conservation. While in office as President of the United States, from 1901 to 1909, he designated 150 National Forest, the first 51 Federal Bird Reservations, 5 national Parks, the first 18 National Monuments, the first 4 National Game Preserves, and the first 21 Reclamation Projects. In the seven-and-one-half years he was in office, he provided federal protection for almost 230 million acres. This would be a land area equivalent to that of all the East coast states from Maine to Florida.

His stern belief in the conservation of our lands can be backed by this quote taken from a speech to the National Editorial Association delivered in Jamestown, Virginia, on June 10, 1907. “ In utilizing and conserving the natural resources of the Nation, this one characteristic more essential than any other is foresight…The conservation of our natural resources and their proper use constitute the fundamental problem which underlies almost every other problem of our national life.” 

As popular as he was Roosevelt declined the option to run for re-election in 1908, instead opting to throw his support to his close friend and Secretary of War, William Taft. Taft was easily elected, defeating William Jennings Bryan. Immediately after Taft’s inauguration in 1909, Roosevelt departed for Africa hunt big game and collect specimens for the Smithsonian Institution. The call of the wild had overcome his political career as Roosevelt had the craving for adventure.

In 1909, Roosevelt and his son Kermit landed in Mambassa in what would become a year long adventure. It was a very large safari that numbered 250 porters and guides. The group traveled across British East Africa, through the Belgian Congo, and then back to the Nile ending in Khartoum. The safari netted 1,100 specimens including 500 big game animals. Said Roosevelt, “ This is the most noteworthy collection of big animals that has ever come out of Africa”. Theodore and Kermit bagged 512 animals, including 17 lion, 11 elephant, and 20 rhinoceros.  For a first hand account of the adventures Roosevelt incurred on this hunt I suggest you read  his book, published in 1910 called African Game Trails.

Theodore Roosevelt lived a long and full life. Born October 27, 1858, he would go on to become probably one of the most influential men of the 20th century. Graduating from Harvard University in 1880, his education and his lust for an adventurous life was just getting started. Aside from his many political and conservation aspirations he would also be awarded the Nobel Peace Prize in 1906 for his role in the negotiations which led to the ending of the Russo/Japanese War.

In the early morning hours of January 6th in 1919 Theodore Roosevelt died peacefully in his sleep due to a blood clot. The entire nation mourned the loss of one the greatest Americans the nation had ever known. Although this was almost 100 years ago we all owe President Theodore Roosevelt respect and appreciation for his endeavors in promoting the conservation of our natural resources and the hunting sports. He was without a doubt, a great American.


I have been asked why I choose to write about people who helped pioneer the outdoor sports and conservation efforts. I simply do because I feel it is important that we know where our sport came from and the vast amount of effort that has been put forth to protect the land and animals we hunt today. At the beginning of this century our wildlife had been nearly decimated by subsistence and market hunting. Deer, duck, wild turkey, and most other wild life species were on the verge of being extinct. In the next few months I will bring to life the people and acts which saved America’s big game animals. If any of you have any suggestions, questions, or input please feel free to contact me via e-mail at gilmer1@cstel.net.
