                                                     Legends of  the Field
Fred Bear


If some of our teenage thrill seekers really want to go out and get a thrill, let them go up into the Northwest and tangle with the grizzly bear, the polar bear, and the brown bear. They will get their kicks, and it will cleanse their souls.—Fred Bear


Fred Bear is a legend. No one has done more for the sport of modern archery than he. Who can forget the grainy home movies that told the amazing stories and of the many adventures of this unforgettable man.


Fred Bear was born March 5th, 1902, in Waynesboro, Pennsylvania. Although he was raised in the heart of the Cumberland Valley, he never bow hunted until he was twenty seven years old. Still it was six years later before he killed his first deer. Not satisfied with that accomplishment he won the Michigan State Archery championship in 1934, 1937, and 1939. Fred Bear didn’t start out to be an archery icon it was just one of those things that were meant to be. 


Fred left home at the age of twenty one, and made his way to Detroit. There he found work as a pattern maker for the Packard Motor Car Company, while still finding time to pursue his education at the Detroit Institute of Technology. While in Detroit, in 1927, an event happened that changed his life forever. He saw the film “Alaskan Adventure “, a tale of the bow hunting adventures of a fellow from California, named Arthur Young. This was to be the spark that got the fire burning, and would create a legend.

Two years later in 1929 Fred went bow hunting for the first time, it would be six years later, in 1933, that he would found Bear Products. Working out of his basement on a part time basis,  Fred worked on improving existing  products and coming up with inventions of his own. He was passionate about his work and had registered archery patents as early as 1937. He was instrumental in introducing materials such as fiber glass and machined aluminum into the world of archery, products that are still used today.

In 1939 he began commercial production of his archery products, in which he moved out of his basement, and began marketing his products. A large part of his success was due to his tremendous marketing abilities which he did through film and publications. In 1942 he filmed his first archery and hunting films and published works in the popular publications of the day , Life magazine and True. Later that same year he published his acclaimed book, “Fred Bear’s Field Notes”.

1952 saw an event that changed archery for ever, the introduction of “the Grizzly” bow. This was to be the first mass produced bow in archery history. Soon came the “Kodiak” line of bows, then in 1961 came the “Tamerlane”.  Last but not least came the introduction of the compound bow and Fred responded with the hunting classic “ Whitetail Hunter.” Still not completely satisfied, he then went on to be a major player in the founding of the Pope and Young Club, he was one of the original board of directors.


In 1967 Fred celebrated the opening of the original Fred Bear museum in Grayling, Michigan. This museum had the largest privately owned display of bow hunting, and archery artifacts in the world.


Bear sold the controlling interest in his company in 1968. He did however remain with the company as it’s president for a while. In 1978 the Bear Archery operation relocated to Gainesville, Florida mostly due to labor problems. The museum soon followed him. The museum has since closed down but the plant is still producing bows to this day.


We lost Fred Bear April 27, 1988, at the age of 86. He will always be remembered by many as, Papa Bear, the original ambassador to modern archery. So the next time you are in the woods, and you draw back your bow, thank Fred Bear, because with out him the sport would not be where it is today.


In the wind, he’s still alive—Ted Nugent
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