LEGENDS of the FIELD
“

Ol’ One Shot”

Howard Hill


Howard Hill was probably the greatest natural archer of all time. He was an athlete. Standing six foot two inches tall, and weighing over two hundred pounds, he was a big man. At one time he held the record for the heaviest bow pulled by any man, at a weight of 172 pounds, he also played semi-pro baseball for seven years. Howard worked for Hughes Tool Company in Miami, and on the weekends a golf  pro at Opa Locka Golf course. Legend has it the only reason he didn’t turn pro was because he couldn’t putt. Lucky for us he then read “The Witchery Of Archery”, by Maurice Thompson. This book piqued Hill’s imagination, and his love of archery was born. Howard Hill, would become a legend.

Bow hunting appealed to Howard more than target archery, imagine, the man won 196 Field Archery tournaments in a row, and would rather hunt. His two favorite bows were one called “Grandpa” an 85 pound bow used for big game, and “Grandma”, which pulled 65 pounds for small game.

Hill is probably remembered most for his long list of kills, which began in 1925 when he took his first moose, and whitetail deer on a hunting trip in Canada. This would be the first of many such outings as he would kill over 2000 animals during his hunting career.

Probably his most famous kill was when he became the first white man to kill an elephant with a bow and arrow. Now this wasn’t just any bow and arrow, it was a magnum if there ever was a word for it.  He used a 41 inch aluminum arrow, with an enlarged version of his classic Howard Hill Broadhead weighing 1700 grains, and the bow had a draw weight of 115 pounds. I don’t know the weight and speed of the arrow, but I can only imagine the foot pounds of energy it delivered. One big dead pile of elephant, the natives ate well that night. Here is Howard’s version of the Elephant Story.
1) How many elephants did you bag?  3

2) How many arrows did it take for all three? 4

3) How heavy of a bow did you use? 115 lbs.

4) Was this a hand drawn bow? Yes

5) Did you use an explosive tip or poison on the tip of the arrow? No

6) How long of an arrow did you use? 41 inches with a special designed broadhead.

7) How much did the broadhead weigh? 1700 grains

8) How much penetration did you get? 31.5 inches

9) Where is the best place to hit an elephant? Between the ribs into the heart or lungs.
10) How much did the elephant weigh? 10,000 pounds

Howard Hill didn’t use modern equipment, he was a die hard traditionalist when it came to his choice of archery gear. He preferred long bows with draw weights of between 75 and 100 pounds. When asked why he liked this type of bow he answered,” I use the straight end split bamboo longbow for the simple reason that it requires a less exacting hold and loose to get necessary accuracy while hunting, where quick shots must be made from unconventional positions. Standing, kneeling, sitting, or the traditional archers stance.

Howard Hill became involved in the film making industry as an archery consultant and performed the actual shooting in eight films, probably the most popular being in the “Adventures of Robin Hood,” starring Errol Flynn.


At the age of 62 Hill could still shoot a bow with 75 pounds of pull with ease. He would shoot two or three times a week for 30 to 90 minutes, which was the equivalent to 110 to 150 arrows per session.


We lost Howard Hill in 1975, and with his passing we also lost the most popular figure that archery had seen to that date. 1975 also saw Howard Hill entered into Bow Hunter’s Hall of Fame, if there were ever a more deserving individual, it was he.

If you would like to read more on the life and accomplishments of Howard Hill I recommend Howard Hill, The Man and the Legend by Craig Ekin, Hunting the Hard Way and Wild Adventure by Howard Hill.
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