January 24, 2005

Hog Hunting 101
Trapping the Wild Hog


This month we are going to cover some basics on trapping wild hogs. This is an effective method for those who  don’t have the time to hunt, for those who want to catch their  BBQ and fatten it up a little before the next family reunion, or maybe if the pigs are moving after dark. Whatever the reason trapping is a viable option in removing wild hogs off your property. However at this point I want to inform you that it is against the law to trap hogs from one area and move them to another. The Georgia DNR regulations read:

Stocking: Relocation of feral hogs is illegal unless they have been tested negative for brucellosis and pseudo rabies within 30 days prior to being moved. Individuals who stock hogs in violation of laws and regulations are subject to prosecution by the Dept. of Agriculture. It is illegal to stock hogs on public lands or on private lands without permission of the landowner.


Hog traps come in all sizes and designs. From traps that catch one hog, to traps that can capture twenty or more. Some agricultural areas may require traps that can hold multiple pigs, while the average Joe may just want to trap one, to feed out before he puts it in the freezer.


Whether large or small, the secrets to successfully trap hogs, is the same. I am going to cover the basics and give you some handy and informative tips to help you get started. Read these simple tips.
· If you are just starting out, keep things simple. Don’t get fancy. Always place your traps in the shade. Trapped hogs do not take heat well at all. They could die of exposure.

· Check your traps at least every other day. In the summer check them every day.

· Don’t shoot hogs to get them out unless there is no other way. If you have to shoot them use a cover scent such as Whitetail Obsession’s “Sow in Heat”.

· Don’t put a bottom in the trap. An unnatural floor will spook a hog in a New York minute. Keep it as natural as possible.

· Don’t bother to use fancy home brews as bait. Shelled corn is all you need. Soured corn will draw more raccoons than hogs. If you do have a problem with raccoons try a little diesel on your corn. Use it sparingly. A little dab will do you.

· For quick catches make the traps one piece, where they can be dropped off quickly. Disturb the area as little as possible.

· To help as a cover scent use mud from a hog wallow and spread it in and around the trap. 

For those who crave the thrill of trapping the really big ones have I got the bait for you, another pig. A sow in heat will draw in the really big bruisers. Of course you are going to have to have a large enough holding pen for the sow. A word of caution here though, if the holding pen is not well constructed a big boar will make an opening to get to the sow. Believe me, when that sow goes into heat and if there is a boar anywhere in the area he will come running.

Again I stress the importance of scent control around your traps. A wild hog’s nose is one of the most sensitive of all the creatures in the woods. As I have said before, I have has wild hogs pick up my scent at 300 yards while I was wearing a scent containment suit. Never assume a wild hog is a dumb animal, if you do, he will kick your butt every time.

One last tip I’d like to give you. Keep your trap as invisible as possible. Use brush and trees’ to your advantage. Place your trap tight around cover on the closed sides, and then make easy access at the panel where the door is located. It is best that you make it as difficult as possible for the hog to get to the trap, everywhere, but the door. A brush up against the metal trap might be all it takes to scare the hog away from the trap. A few blown trapping attempts might make the animals trap wise. If this happens you might as well break out the 30/06.
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