Hog Hunting 101
Hunting in the High Heat


Right now as I write this, it is mid September, and it is 98 blistering degrees outside. Oak trees are dying, agricultural fields are burning up, and the only thing left alive in my yard is the bahia grass.


It doesn’t seem like hunting season but whether you know it or not, right now the deck is stacked in your favor when it comes to hunting the wild hog. Some of you are thinking right now, “ What could this fool be talking about? It’s hot enough to fry an egg on my driveway and this fool is talking about hunting pigs.”


In my defense let me say just one word. Water! If you are hunting an area that holds wild hogs now is the time to hunt an active water hole. Look for active wallows and areas where the ground is soft, which will allow them to root for food. If you can’t find any areas that are suitable for rooting, look for somewhere near water that offers the hogs some grapes or muscadines. Who knows, maybe by the time you read this you will have found some acorns or persimmons that survived the drought. 

At this time the soft mast such as grapes and muscadines seem to be the preference. Reason being is that the acorns and persimmons that are falling are green and immature, it seems that the drought we are experiencing is taking a toll on this years mast crop.


Another option you may want to consider is to set up near and agricultural field that has the benefit of an irrigation system. Last summer I was able to arrow a nice hog by waiting for them to come out of the thickets, on their way to cool off under the artificial rain of an irrigation pivot. By doing some scouting I was able to determine where they were coming out from the briar thickets they were bedding in, to get to the cool water of the irrigation system. It was then just a matter of waiting them out and hoping that their movement was true to what it had been over the last few days. A little word of advise here, and I speak from experience. If you are hunting a corn field or a cotton patch, it is imperative that you set up for the shot before they enter the field. Once they get into the cover of the high crop your chance of success drops significantly.

Another way I have hunted hogs when the heat of the day gets unbearable is to hunt them at night. It’s a lot cooler, and most wild hogs prefer the security of darkness. The fuller the moon the easier it is to get a shot, whether it be bow or gun. It is quite easy to pick up the movement of a wild hog under the light of a full moon, just be sure of your target, and make sure it is a pig you are shooting at. Your local DNR agent will make a case against you should you mistakenly kill a deer in error. One thing you should be aware of and watch for, this time of year here in Middle Georgia there are huge rattlesnakes that are moving and in search of food once the sun goes down. I have seen them exceed six foot in length, big enough to break a leg if they strike, you can’t be too careful. A good flashlight and an awareness of your surroundings are a requirement for hunting hogs at night. One thing I have noticed when hunting hogs in the dark is they can sometimes get plain stupid, offering shooting opportunities you rarely get during daylight. One evening while hunting over a peanut field, I was able to kill five pigs in a matter of twenty minutes. 

One of the most critical things while hunting pigs in hot weather is to move quickly when it comes time to cleaning a killed pig. It doesn’t take long for the meat to begin to spoil after you put the pork on the ground. As soon as the animal hits the ground you need to be pulling your skinning knife out of your hunting pouch. When I hunt in hot weather I always take a cooler full of ice with me. This allows me to fill the cleaned cavity with ice, which slows the spoiling process, allowing me ample time to properly dress the animal for the freezer.

The hot dry days we are experiencing now could be a bonanza for your hog hunting. Remember to hunt near water, control your scent, and to act quickly once your hog is on the ground. The dog day’s of summer could be your opportunity to fill your freezer early. Until next month, hunt hard, hunt often.
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