“Hog Hunting 101”
“Hunter vs. Hunter”

By: Keith Gilmer


This month I am going to discuss something I have been noticing more of lately. What I’m talking about is some hunting groups that seem to have issues with certain methods of hunting.

In particular some bow hunting organizations are attempting to exempt the cross bow from bow season. Stating the reason is that cross bows should not be considered as archery equipment, that they are more like guns since they have a stock and a trigger.

Now I’m not saying that crossbows are or are not archery equipment, to me that is not the issue here. The issue would be hunters who think their method of hunting is the only acceptable way of killing an animal, attacking hunters who may choose to use another method.


With PETA and HSUS now working to together they have set their sights on bow hunting as their first target in their mission to have all forms of hunting banned. They see the bow hunting community as the weakest link in the hunting community, so they chose to attack it first. Now looking from the outside in, these anti –hunting groups see the opportunity to instigate a little trouble among us hunters and do what they can to divide this group of hunters in half over the cross bow issue, now that this hunting element has been effectively split into it makes their job of eliminating all aspects of bow hunting that much easier. Make no mistake about it, there a real people out there who actually want hunting to be outlawed, therefore making hunting a criminal activity. As absurd as it sounds it is the absolute truth. Every day PETA and HSUS raise thousands of dollars by playing on the sympathies of people thinking they are donating money to be used to take care of stray dogs and cats in community animal shelters. Nothing could be farther from the truth. I’ll tell you a little secret, neither PETA, or HSUS maintains, in any shape or form, the first animal shelter. Not one shelter.

As hunters we all have one thing in common, that being our love of the outdoors. With the right to hunt vote coming up on the 2006 ballot we should all be banding together to make sure we have the public support to win the issue at the polls. If we loose, we may all be doing a lot more fishing because we won’t be able to hunt anymore.


We went through something similar with the issue of dog hunting in south Georgia in the last year or two, hunters vs. hunters. Land owners were getting upset with dog hunters because the dogs would cross property lines chasing deer, as they were trained to do. Dogs can’t read posted signs. You can’t blame the land owner, because he was sitting in tree stand when the dogs ran through his property and ruined his hunt for the day. From the dog hunters point of view his family has been hunting this way for as long as anyone can remember, its part of his heritage. I would never take sides with a group or organization that would attempt to outlaw dog hunting or any other legal method of hunting, yet in the same sentence I’ll tell you that private property rights should have precedence over all other aspects. It should be legal for you to run your dogs as long as they stay on your property, however if you fail to keep your dogs off your neighbors property, you the dog owner, should be held responsible
I am a multi method hunter, I hunt with the bow, rifle and handgun. I find all of these methods effective and enjoyable. To think that there are individuals and organizations out there that want to ban all types of hunting I think it should be clear who the enemy really is. I wish we, as a brotherhood of hunters could all put our efforts into defeating those who hate us and the sport of hunting. We should be spending our time educating non-hunters on the importance that hunting plays on keeping a balanced and healthy herd. 

With the number of hunters on the decline we should be reaching out to our youth in order to recruit them into our ranks. We should be offering to take a non hunter to the range, get them interested in the discipline of the shooting sports, in other words lets pull together to increase our numbers. It is a wonderful sport so let’s share it with others.

Let’s not take our eyes off of the target. Remember who the real enemy is. It’s not the guy that hunts with the crossbow, a compound bow, or dog hunts. It’s those who wish to see hunting banned in all shapes and forms.


Until next time, take a kid hunting or fishing. You’ll be glad you did.

