“Hog Hunting 101”

Hot Weather Hogs

By: Keith Gilmer


Hog hunting during the heat of the summer can be miserable. With the high Georgia humidity, and ninety degree plus temperature readings, only the die hard hog hunters will be out chasing these critters this time of year. Yes they may be a bit crazy but there is reason behind this madness. You see once you get past the hungry hordes of feeding mosquitoes, those ever present biting flies, ticks, chiggers, rattlesnakes, water moccasins, and thick skin ripping briars, it’s the easiest time of the year to pattern, find, and kill a wild hog. 


Wild or feral hogs require water, and you can bet the farm, when it turns hot that is where they will be. They will be spending their time rolling in mud wallows and sleeping in thick shady cover. 


While hogs may be easier to pattern in the hot months of summer, it sure doesn’t make getting them out of the woods any easier. Hunting in hot summer weather requires a quicker recovery time of your kill. Simply put the hotter it is, the quicker the meat will start to spoil. Also in the heat the blow flies will attempt to feed off of your kill. Be careful how you handle wild pork if you intend to eat it, feral pigs are known to carry certain disease and parasites. 

A story a friend of mine told me one time about a trip he made to Fort Stewart to hunt hogs. It was July, and brother was it hot. Now this fellow was one of those who thought the hotter it is the better it is, when it comes to hunting hogs. He said it made them easier to find.

Well, Earl, got to rambling in the woods and before he knew it he was a good mile and a half from his truck. Now he had gone through many mud bogs, it was a hard mile and a half. Well just about the time he was about to give out, he came across this promising looking spot that was just bound to be holding a pig or two.


Earl eased up to a big cypress tree, and put his back against it and began his wait for the hogs. About forty minutes later his patience paid off. Earl killed a 300 pound boar and could see his freezer full. Earl did everything right, he field dressed his pig almost as fast as it fell, he even packed some ice in the dead animals cavity. Every thing was going as planned until it was time to leave. Earl tried to drag that big beast out of the swamp but it just wasn’t going to happen. He ended up just cutting out a few select cuts and leaving the rest. Point is, if your going to kill the biggest pig in the group, best make sure you have a way to get him out. Earl only hunts meat hogs since that day.

The most productive time I have found to hunt hogs during the summer is under a full moon. If you can stand the mosquitoes, and dodge the snakes, it sure beats hunting them in the heat of the day. Many times the hogs will be more active under the light of the moon, and the full moon allows you to see all you need to kill pigs. I killed my largest pig under the full moon, a whopping five hundred fifty pounder.

Be careful this time of year as hunter orange is not required, other hunters or outdoorsmen will also be in the woods. Always be sure of your target.


Until next month, hunt hard, and hunt often.

