Hog Hunting 101

Disease and Parasites


Wild hog hunting has gained tremendous popularity in the recent years. There are a few reasons for this. One of the main reasons they are so popular is the year round hunting season. Being feral animals there is no season, no limit, and very few rules regarding the means to take these animals. This makes the sport of hunting wild hogs very easy for the average hunter. The wild hog has been confirmed in 157 counties in Georgia, making the animal assessable to most hunters. Probably the best reason to hunt the wild hog is they taste great. A wild hog ham carefully cooked in a backyard smoker, or cubed and fried with gravy and potatoes will convince many an outdoorsman to do his best to put a couple in the freezer every year.


However there are a few things you should know before you rush out to your favorite hunting grounds in search of feral pork. Feral hogs like all wild animals are susceptible to a few infectious and parasitic diseases, therefore certain precautions must be taken. There have been little documentation of many of the diseases feral hogs have been accused of carrying, however there are two diseases that have been documented in association with feral pigs. They are pseudorabies and swine brucellosis, other diseases are tuberculosis, anthrax and tularemia.

Pseudorabies is a viral disease of the central nervous system that affects domestic and feral hogs. This disease can be fatal for horses, goats, sheep, dogs, and cats. Those of you who hunt with dogs should be particularly concerned with this disease and take precautions by making sure they have received the proper inoculations. Transmission of this disease is through contaminated food and water, eating infected tissues, and contaminated trailers or hog traps.


Swine brucellosis causes infertility in boars, and abortions in sows. This disease is carried through reproductive discharges, such as semen or afterbirth. Once infected the hog is a carrier for life. Swine brucellosis is contagious to humans. Symptoms range from flu like symptoms to arthritis or meningitis, which can be treated in humans with antibiotics. There is no cure for this disease in animals.

The main carriers of tuberculosis is man and cattle, however the wild hog has been found infected with (Mycobacterium bovis) with this same disease. The wild hog may also carry another strain of tuberculosis (Mycobacterium avis) which is transmitted by eating dead birds. This strain is not contagious to humans.


Feral hogs do carry parasites which can affect man or other animals. Fleas, hog lice and ticks are some of the external parasites that a wild hog can carry. Many believe that wild hogs do not occupy an area long enough , or travel in large enough numbers to become infected with large numbers of  internal parasites to transmit to humans. Internal parasites that can occur in wild hogs are roundworms, kidney worms, lungworms, stomach worms, whipworms, liver flukes and trichinosis. Trichinosis can be transferred to humans by eating undercooked, infected pork.


There are State and Federal laws governing the transport and relocation of wild hogs. Blood test, are required by law before wild hogs can be relocated. It also would be considered by many to be unethical to relocate the animals to a location where they may range onto other peoples property. Just because you may want wild hogs on your land, doesn’t mean your neighbors do.


It is recommended that hunters, trappers, butchers, and wildlife managers should always wear rubber gloves when handling or dressing wild hogs. If possible try to avoid contact with reproductive organs and blood, and to thoroughly wash with soap and water after contact. The big one is hunters and chefs, cooking the wild hog should make sure that it is thoroughly cooked. Undercooked pork is one of the biggest reasons humans get sick when dealing with the wild hog.

The wild hog can be one of the most enjoyable animals we have to hunt in the southeast. Remember to take a few precautions while handling the meat from skinning to the frying pan. Most wild hog diseases can be avoided with just a little precaution.


Until next month, hunt hard, hunt often. Kill many pigs, and please, don’t release any near my property.
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