Hog Hunting 101
Bow Hunting the Wild Hog.


Since there have been wild hogs men have hunted them. Whether by spear, primitive bows, or whatever other means, they have been a favorite prey of hunters for years. Today we hunt the wild pig with many advantages over our forefathers. We have modern high caliber and capacity weapons of many makes and models to choose from. Today’s compound bows are light years ahead of the primitive stick and string bows used by the ancients.


I will come out and say, while I respect the skills of our ancestors with those weapons, I have no problem taking advantage of today’s technology. I love to hunt hogs. Yet my favorite way to hunt hogs is with the bow.  I started out hunting with guns, and I still do. However, most of the time you are going to find me with my bow, patiently waiting or searching for the next hog to pass through.

I use Parker bows. I love them. My first bow was a Parker and my last one will probably be. I shoot the Parker Phoenix 36. It is smooth, quite, light, and a damn good shooting bow. I have it set to pull 53 pounds. The arrows that I use have been discontinued, so earlier this year I was on the internet trying to locate as many as I could.  These arrows are the Carbon Express Terminator Hunter Select 4560. I vein them out with 5 inch Gateway Helical Fletchings, and top them off with a 100 grain Magnus II Broadhead. After it is all said and done, the arrow weighs about 511 grams and achieves a blazing speed of 217 fps. Amazing isn’t it? It is a deadly and extremely accurate set up. 

The hardest part of bow hunting wild hogs, is that you have to get much closer than you would using a rifle. With my set up, I limit my shots to about 35 yards. It’s not that my set up couldn’t kill, or I can hit out to only 35 yards; you just always play to the sure side when bow hunting. A rushed or hurried shot could result in a bad hit, which could lead to an unrecoverable animal. I know of plantations that no longer allow bow hunting on them because of the high recovery time involved in tracking a poorly shot animal.

Bow hunting also demands a higher amount of self discipline as it requires a hunter to have a better knowledge of his prey and environment.  It is one thing to shoot steady bull eyes at 20 yards on a marked course you are used to shooting on, but brother let me tell you, it’s a whole ‘nother ballgame ,when you have two or more sets of eyes on you and you are trying to draw a bow without being busted. The slightest noise out of the ordinary will send your prey running in the opposite direction. To combat noise I suggest that you wear the softest and quietest clothing you can find. Run your finger nails against it. If you can hear it, it’s too loud. I also recommend using a buckle on release, the strap on models just make to much noise. 


Scent control is also a must when bow hunting. At such close ranges as required by this sport, it is essential to remain as scent free as possible. I have had my best luck with Scent Lock hunting clothes. Not only do I find they do a better job with scent containment, but they also keep the mosquitoes off of you. I always wear the facial mask and the gloves. I then spray down with Whitetail Obsession Odor Eliminator. Then last, but not least, I always wear knee high Lacrosse rubber boots. When possible, always wait until you get to your hunting area to put your scent containment clothing on. 


Scouting is also much more important when bow hunting. Not only do you have to get yourself within bow range, but you must also position yourself where you will have the opportunity to draw the bow without being seen. I have seen many hunts blown, some by myself, because I could not take a shot on the animal without giving myself away. It can be very frustrating to get yourself set up on an animal that won’t allow you an opportunity for a shot. Always set up so that as the animal passes there will be some trees or other cover that will give you time to draw your bow with out being seen.

One of the most important factors in hunting wild pigs with a bow is the ability to make proper shot placement. Wild boars have a tough plating over their shoulder area. This is there for protection when fighting other boars over mating rights or dominance. It is critical that you aim a little lower than you would a deer. A shot right below the shoulder and to the front will most always put that pig down in less than thirty yards. It is extremely important that you be as proficient as possible with your bow. You should practice at various distances in order to be able to determine the distance of your shot. You should also practice in as many different positions as possible to prepare yourself for any situation you might encounter in the field. 

Many anti-hunting groups are setting their sights on bow hunting because they see this group as the weakest link in the chain. They see the various fighting between hunters. For example, what goes on between bow hunters and those who choose to use the crossbow. It is time to stop fighting among ourselves and give our undivided attention to those who want to do away with our sport. Those who fight to keep archery out of our schools, those who think it should be illegal to shoot your bow and arrow in your own back yard, and those who think that trapping, relocating, and sterilization programs are preferred over allowing bow hunters to reduce the herd. There are many battles to fight without fighting among ourselves. If you want to help protect our sport for tomorrow, then today is the day we must take our stand. Join the NFAA or the Georgia Bow Hunters Association today.
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