Bill Wiesner-A Man Called Bearcrazy


Bill Wiesner is truly one of the great bowyers and hunters of our time, having taken over fifty bears, and numerous other animals with his bow. He also happens to own one of the most respected and fasted growing archery companies in the world, Renegade Archery Company. Bill’s engineering background and love of hunting makes it easy to see how he has solidified his place in history as one of today’s true ambassador’s of the sport of archery. Influenced as a child by the early masters of modern archery such as Fred Bear and Howard Hill, Bill today is blazing his own trail into archery history. Spend a few minutes with “ Bearcrazy” and then you will see for yourself the passion this man has for the sport that has become for him, a way of life. 

Keith: Bill, thank you for granting Georgia’s Outdoor Adventures this interview. Now for those who are not familiar with you, tell us a little about yourself.

Bill: I’m fifty four years old. I’ve been involved in archery, one way or another for approximately thirty years. I’ve done just about everything in archery, I’ve authored books on archery, I’m an outdoor writer, I produce hunting videos, I have been on TV on several different  Outdoor Channel television shows, and I’m a national seminar speaker. I live in area where its whole employment is based around shipyard work. My background, in being able to design bows, goes back to high school where my industrial arts teacher got me going in what we call mechanical drawing. From there I took a college accredited course in how to design boats. I used to work on everything from wooden mine sweepers for the Navy ,to one thousand foot ore carriers working the Great Lakes. I’ve got some background in structural design, and because of my love of archery, that was passed on and into the bow industry. I’ve worked in different capacities for several bow companies, as I have done design work to being a pro staff shooter. At that point I finally decided in 1996, that I could produce a bow, and I did. I came up with Renegade Bows at that time, in 1999 I took on two partners, the rest I guess, is history. We have produced compounds and traditional equipment because I’m a traditional archer. It’s kind of peculiar, because of my background in designing compounds, and I like the shooting of the traditional bow.
Keith: Last month I talked to Ted Nugent, and one of the big things he was so sold on  about your bow was, that it was a compound bow, yet it has a lot of the characteristics and feel  of traditional bows. How did you incorporate that feel into your compounds?
Bill: What I have always talked about, and I do a seminar called, “The Right Bow for You”. I truthfully feel that the majority of bow hunters out there are being over bowed, by everybody in the world trying to produce the fastest bow. There is a give and take situation, when you talk about archery equipment it’s such an individualized area. If a person is a recreational hunter, which most people out there are. What I mean by that is they only have the opportunity to hunt white tails in their own back yards, go on a bear hunt, or a hog hunt, maybe even an elk hunt once every year or two, their time for practice is limited. To put a bow in their hands that shoots 300 fps, is wrong, it’s the wrong thing to do. This is a pretty bold statement, going out to the whole industry. At 300 fps there are only a handful of people, I know as pro hunters that are qualified to shoot a bow at that speed. The only way to achieve that type of speed is to build a bow a certain way. That certain way is very touchy on everything you do. I think it would be much nicer for a person to take something out into the field, that if they get a little excited when they see an animal, or they make a little mistake on the release or something, the bow is forgiving enough to put the arrow where it needs to go. The bottom line on this whole thing is ethics. Ethics is the responsibility to the animal we are hunting. We need to keep that in mind when we are designing bows, and putting people in the field with equipment that they need to have to get the job done.

Keith: That is a bold statement. So many archers I meet are so infatuated with arrow speed, I’d much rather concentrate on kinetic energy.
Bill: Look at the biggest name hunters in bow hunting. Look at what type of equipment they shoot, look at Chuck Adams, look at Bob Folkrod, and Ted Nugent, look at people like Ray Hall, and Rob Evans, Phil Phillips, they are all shooting forgiving bows. Chuck Adams shoots over a forty inch axle to axle bow, Ted Nugent’s bows are at thirty eight and thirty nine, the shortest bow I have ever seen him shoot is a thirty six inch bow, but with a 9 ½ inch brace height. These guys hunt for a living, and they are good at what they do. That should tell everybody out there that if this individual is out there on a daily basis, as a professional bow hunter, and that is the type of equipment they choose to hunt with. That message needs to be put out to the whole bow hunting community. If I were standing on a 3-D range where we have controlled posture, we can get into the proper stance every time, maybe that extra speed will allow for that inch or two between a 10 ring and 8 ring, or whatever the scoring system is, maybe then that type of bow can be justified. I definitely do not believe it belongs in the bow hunting community. First of all, the way they test the bows, and this is another pretty bold statement, but it is a fact, and it’s the truth. The bows that are shooting 315 to 320 fps are tested under completely different conditions that what we actually hunt with that bow. Somebody then comes in with a 27 or 28 inch draw to purchase that bow, and they shoot an aluminum arrow, or a heavier carbon arrow out of it. And they are only getting 250 fps arrow speed. The first thing they do is go back and complain to the dealer that the bow doesn’t achieve advertised speed. Well the advertised speed is at seventy pounds with 30 inches of draw. In essence every pound you areshooting less than that, and every inch you are shooting shorter in draw is absolutely going to make a difference on the end results of the arrow speed. To me, the whole thing is this. People have to have their mind trained back to what they need to do, to get the job done. The first evidence of this came when I used to run archery pro shop. People would trade in their old clunker bows to buy one of these new speed bows. They would then come back two weeks later wanting their old bows back because they couldn’t hit anything with the new one. That is telling us, as an industry, that we need to pay attention to the largest section of bow hunters. That would be the casual or part time hunter, women and youth included.

Keith: A bow is a very personal thing. I agree 100% that a person should buy, and use what is best for them, not what the current advertised trend is. I also am a firm believer that in most cases, speed detracts from accuracy.

Bill: Let’s look at the real measure of arrow performance. The arrow speed only plays a small segment in the equation of kinetic energy. Kinetic energy is foot pounds of energy that is developed by the bow, in a formula where you use arrow speed and arrow weight. An example to make it real simple for the readers, if you take a 60 pound bow and shoot a 350 grain arrow, you will get so many foot pounds of kinetic energy.  Now if you take that exact same bow, at the exact same draw weight and shoot a 500 grain arrow, the foot pounds of kinetic energy will be increased. That means it will be a better performing bow, the bottom line is kinetic energy is what gives us penetration on an animal. The arrow speed thing again, and I don’t mean to harp on it, but we need to get the mind set on the accuracy, and the distance of shooting. What I really get a kick out of is if you shoot a bow at 300 fps, or 250 fps, on a twenty yard shot, how much faster does the arrow get there between the two different speeds?

Keith: So then from a physics perspective, kinetic energy is much more important than speed?  
Bill: As far as I am concerned. Archery is a personal sport and I’m expressing my opinion through experience.

Keith: In an interview a couple month’s ago I had the pleasure to interview Ted Nugent, I asked him about the relationship he shares with you and Renegade Archery. Bill he is very much impressed with you and your companies products, in fact Renegade Archery sells a line of bows called “ The NugeBow”, now how would Bill Wiesner and Renegade Archery describe their relationship with Ted Nugent?
Bill: I would like to direct this question to just me personally. The reason I want to do that is because I want to give you my true feelings about Ted Nugent as an individual. No matter what route we take in life as far as who shoots who’s bow, and who does what with what equipment, what ever comes up down the road, that is a business thing. As a personal friend of Ted Nugent, I can tell you this much. Some people say negative things about Ted when he is not around, I address this as a question back to the public. Name one person in the whole industry that has as much influence on the people involved in the non hunting public as Ted Nugent? You can not name a single individual. The reason is that Ted has devoted his whole life to his music and the outdoors. I’ve been personally along with Ted  where there have been no public involved, nobody to play music or shoot a bow in front of, and I have seen nothing but a very devoted family man, a God fearing, devoted family man, that is out there to do what is right for all of us. The people that use him as a target for negative comments and stuff, that same person, Ted may be defending his right to hunt. As far as an individual, what do I think of Ted Nugent? I think the world of the man and I would do anything for him. If he never pulled a Renegade bow in his life, it would absolutely make no difference to me. As a friend of his, as an individual I believe in, and what he does, I think that he can’t be beat. He is an awesome person that has done so much for our sport of bow hunting, and he will continue to do that. I was with him one day, we were at his Kamp for Kids, where he was working with 8 to 12 year old kids, the next day he was at a rock concert in Wisconsin, I saw two different Ted Nugent’s. That same day when he got off stage at 10 o’clock at night, he boarded a jet and went to Connecticut to talk to a Senator about a bill that his vote was going to be the deciding vote on a gun control bill. Ted Nugent spent eleven hours with that Senator to persuade him to vote in favor of the gun. How many of us have ever done that? People need to think about what they say about Ted Nugent before they open their mouth. As an individual, he absolutely is out there to help the sport of bow hunting survive. We are being threatened, and bow hunting is a big thing right now with the anti-hunters. When they go face to face with Mr. Nugent they are going to find they have bit off more than they can chew, I believe Mr. Nugent has done more for this sport than any individual out there.
Keith: We know this for a fact. He has recruited thousands of kids into our sport, they love their Uncle Ted.

Bill: If you sit down and talk to Ted, one on one, you are going to find out what he is really like. You know what upsets Ted Nugent? Friends of his, and people that he knows that are big name musicians, actors, who are also bow hunters, yet they won’t stand up and say a word for the sport.
Keith: One thing I have stood up for Ted on occasions for is his decision to hunt the high fence.

Bill: As an individual that is our choice. A lot of the times Ted hunts high fence area’s because he is only allotted a day, or in some cases, just a few hours to do something. He may go to a place where he knows he is going to be able to shoot something. I hunt wild boar behind the high fence, and I look forward that hunt every year. What we need to do collectively, and as individuals, is not worry about what everybody else is doing, as long as what we are doing is legal. I know some of the greatest hunters in the world, they would never consider going behind a high fence to hunt, and that is their call. If Ted Nugent were to put in all the time to scout and prepare for these hunts, it would take so much away from his time and energy that he spends fighting for our rights. 

Keith: It’s a time consuming and expensive endeavor to do that. If you were to talk to say, Jim Shockey, you would be surprised at what all goes into one of his hunts. It really changes things.
Bill: It does. Take an individual like Jim Shockey, or Ray Howell, those that are professional hunters, like Chuck Adams, these people hunt hard in the outdoors. Ted Nugent hunts his way. Who is right or wrong, between any one of the individuals? Nobody is. It’s their call.
Keith: Your Fred Bear tribute hunt on Ted Nugent’s “Spirit of the Wild”, television show, that was probably one of the most inspiring shows I have seen. Taking that bear at such close range showcased your talent also, how special was that for you?

Bill: My nickname is “Bearcrazy”. I just produced a bear hunting video, my second one, called “ A Man Called Bearcrazy”. The last hunt on this DVD, Ted used on his show. That is the one you saw. When I was growing up as a young boy, we used to go to a place called the Donna Theater every weekend. We would watch Fred Bear and Howard Hill at the matinee at two o’ clock. Then we would walk across the street to Door County Hardware and purchase cedar arrows at 10 cents each, then walk  up to a place  we called “The Bluff”, on the outskirts of town. We would chase squirrels and rabbits around, it was fun. I always pretended I was Fred Bear. The man has never left my mind for one day since the time I’ve been a little kid to right now. His impact on this sport, his foresight into what was going to happen is so tremendous that people need to know. If it wasn’t for people like Fred Bear, the archery industry, that we enjoy wouldn’t be what it is today. Fred Bear passed the baton to Ted Nugent, and he did it for a purpose, because he knew that Ted would carry on his meaning. One day I got a call from a gentleman that used to manufacture the limbs for our bow company. He had an actual bow that Fred Bear hunted with, a left handed bow, he and I often had conversations on how great a man Fred Bear was. He gave that bow to me and I hung it in my house. Well one day I was sitting here looking at it, so I put it together and strung it up. I shot a few arrows with it and it shot beautiful. I thought right then and there, my passion is for bear hunting, and the man that influenced that passion more than anybody was Fred Bear. We decided to see if we could get a bear on film with that bow. The guy who filmed the hunt for me, Tim O’Conner, never had seen a bear in the wild before. We put up this brand new Double Bull ground blind, and the bear wanted to come to the bait but he had to circle around some obstruction, and it put him six feet from the opening in the blind. I shot, and he captured it all on film. The reason that show was like it was is because it came from my heart. Every word that came out of my mouth, came from my heart, because it meant more to me than anything I’ve ever achieved in the sport of bow hunting. It was awesome, so exciting.
Keith: Do you hunt whitetails?

Bill: Yes. I don’t get to hunt them as often as I’d like, but I live in an area that is rich with whitetail deer, and some really nice whitetail bucks. My two sons and my wife do a real good job of filling our freezer every year with venison. They have all taken nice bucks. My oldest son, Bradley, this past year, with the bow and the gun, took two really nice bucks. We have good bow hunting here for whitetails, our season runs from mid September until January 1st. With my schedule, and the appearances that I do, with the traveling, if I get out a dozen times, and that will be about it. My family is out there every single day after work, and on the weekends. They enjoy their whitetail hunting. If you look at the state of Wisconsin, on the eastern side there is a thumb that sticks out. Lake Michigan and the water of Green Bay surround it. I live about 2/3’s of the way up on that thumb.
Keith: Who do you consider to be the five best bow hunters in America today?

Bill: My personal feeling is Ted Nugent, Ray Howell, Phil Phillips, people like Will Primos, and the job he is doing to promote the sport. I would also have to include Myles Keller, these five people, and not in that order.

Keith: If you could spend an hour talking to anyone, past or present, about archery or bow hunting, who would that person be? 
Bill: It would be Ishi. Ishi was a native American Indian that first brought archery to Dr.’s Pope and Young. What I have read on him and his abilities, everybody in the sport today are here, because there has to be a starting point. I believe he was the starting point. I would like to talk to him about his character , and his belief in the sport. Keep in mind these people hunted to live, much different than today. They had to put meat on the ground to survive. I would really like to talk to Ishi, his character would have to be phenomenal. 
Keith: Bill, in some areas bow hunting is being attacked by certain groups, What is renegade Archery and the rest of the industry doing to help protect and preserve our God given right to hunt?
Bill: I think all bow companies out there today are 100% involved with the survival of this sport, whether it’s Matt McPhearson with Matthews Archery, putting the “Kids in School Program”, putting money into that to help introduce the sport to the youth of America. Every bow company out there is something, whether it’s donating money from sales, to different organizations that are out there to protect our right to hunt. Everyone says they are afraid of what these anti-hunters can do to us, and what’s going to happen. I’m not, not even a little bit. I have met these people who own these different bow companies and products that everybody hunts with, they will stand.

Keith: Do you see archery growing in popularity more so now than in the past?

Bill: The percentage of male archers, are growing at a very small percentage every year. Women and youth are the future of our sport. That demographic is also the fastest growing segment in archery right now. How do we know that? Bow companies are now producing bows in shorter draws, and lighter poundage’s for the ladies and the youth. They can now start with equipment that isn’t handed down, or doesn’t fit them properly. There is no more of this stuff where the husband needs a new bow, so he gives his old one to the wife. So he will crank down the poundage, then short string it so she can draw it. At this point the bow has no performance left in it. When someone gets in this sport they need to get in with quality equipment. Today, every manufacturer makes that equipment.
Keith: What’s in the future for Renegade Archery and archery in general?

Bill: The future of archery is strong, for all bow companies concerned. The reason I make that statement is that every year we go to the ATA show, I’m seeing people become more involved in the sport. I am seeing more people become more concerned about product, and how it works. I’m see people become involved in the technology side of this, there are dealers who can approach me and teach me things. I think the future is very bright. People aren’t just picking up a bow to go out and shoot something, they are looking at the bow itself, and what makes it perform. I also think bow hunters are becoming conservationist, not just bow hunters. That will help insure the future of this sport.
Keith: In closing now Bill, what would be the single most important advice you could give someone who is just entering the sport of archery?
Bill: The most important message I could give to anybody, as a new archer or bow hunter would be always put back what you take. What I mean by that is, it is so important for you to reflect on any individual out there, that what we are doing is good. By keeping the woods clean where we hunt, respecting the animals that we hunt is so important. The number one thing, and I mentioned it earlier, is ethics. Every hunter should be proficient when he or she heads to the field with their bow, such as knowing when to shoot and when to pass. Don’t be influenced by people that shoot different types of equipment, because as individual as each of us are, so is the equipment we use. Pick out equipment that makes you the best you can be as an archer. When you get involved in the sport of bow hunting, be prepared to spend the time to be able to be proficient enough, so when that opportunity presents itself, you make a clean ethical shot on the animal.
Keith: Bill, I want to thank you for taking time from your busy schedule to speak wit us. I also hope we all carry on promoting this great sport of archery, and Bill, we appreciate all that you do.

Bill: I am honored to be in this sport in the position that I am in. It is something I have worked very hard for. I’ll tell you one thing now, I feel honored to be able to represent this sport, to be able to communicate with as many people as possible to say how great this sport really is.

Keith: I’m going to look you up at the ATA show this year in Atlanta.

Bill: You do that.

Keith: Bill if someone were interested in checking out some of your quality bows how can they do that?

Bill: Renegade Archery. Com. They can download our catalogue and view all of our products there.
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