A Guides point of View
An Interview with Sunrize Acres Chief Guide: Paul Wilson


Paul Wilson probably has a job most hunters would be envious of. After all just being able to guide hunts for a living would be the dream job for most of us, but there is a lot more to it than you may think.

Paul started hunting at nine years old, at eighteen he got in to bow hunting, and at thirty one started guiding hunts. He has hunted all over the country for whitetail, elk, mule deer, and his personal favorite antelope. All this experience helped him land his present gig as chief guide for Ted Nugent’s Sunrize Acres in Jackson, Michigan. 


Not only do they book hunts at Sunrize, but they are world class outfitters, offering the finest hunts most anywhere in the world. Whether it is an African hunt for kudu, or a Texas whitetail hunt that you crave, Paul can hook you up.
Keith:  Paul, what role do you play in the daily operation of Sunrize Acres?

Paul: I am the hunt coordinator, which entails, selling the hunts and coordinating them. We do hunts all over the country, actually all over the world.  I usually start out by marketing, and talking to the customer about the hunt. I then book and coordinate the hunt.
Keith:  Are their any specific type game animal that you specialize in?

Paul: Here in Michigan, we have Sunrize acres, which is a hunting preserve specializing in real nice Russian boar. We also have American Bison, excellent whitetail, 

and exotic ram type species. I both guide these hunts as well as coordinate them.

Keith: Is this a seasonal hunt or can it be booked year round?

Paul: At Sunrize Acres it’s year round hunting except we do keep a season on the whitetail. How ever the boar and ram are year round. We also do open range whitetail hunts in Michigan as well. It follows Michigan hunting seasons, and require regular Michigan hunting license. We also operate a ranch in Texas called “ Spirit Wild Ranch” with the similar type stuff. We hunt some extreme trophy exotics, oryx, black buck, axis, and we have some monster whitetail deer down there.

Keith: In regards to the climate there, when it gets really cold in Michigan. How does it affect the hunt and the movement of the animals?

Paul: If you were to do a winter hunt in Michigan, where usually after the first of the year, we have quite a bit of snow on the ground. It’s very cold and you have to dress warm. It really doesn’t affect the species like the buffalo and the wild boar we hunt that time of year.
Keith: If one were to book a hunt with Sunrize Acres or Spirit Wild Ranch, are there accommodations available, and is it easily accessible from local airports?

Paul: Yes, it’s not hard to get access from any of our places. As far as accommodations some hunt include them, some do not. When they don’t, they will be near by.
Keith: With all the competition for the hunting dollar today, what sets Sunrize  Safari’s apart from some of the other outfitters in business today?

Paul: Attention to detail, and quality of animals. The experience from start to finish, and any other outfitter we work with has been tested by Ted. He has been, had success, he has experienced the accommodations, he has experienced their staff, and he would not recommend them unless it was a top notch outfitter.

Keith: For the benefit of those who associate the words, ranch and preserve, with the high fence, let our readers know just how large the preserves are?

Paul: Both of the hunting preserves that we own and operate, with the exotics and wild boar are 340 acres and 400 acres respectfully. There is a lot of thick brush, and wild boar are very challenging, I don’t care where you hunt them, whether it is behind the high fence or not. They are a very tough animal to get, they are very smart. That is why so many people hunt these animals in a preserve up here, in the south they have much more opportunity with feral pigs, in the north that opportunity doesn’t exist. If you are going to hunt them, you are going to have to hunt them in a preserve type setting. Our job is to make it as fun, safe, and challenging as possible.

Keith: I’m sure you are aware of the event that just took place in Indiana, in regards to outlawing the high fence hunt. What are some of the things people can do to help fight this type of government intrusion?

Paul: The first thing everybody needs to do, including myself, is contact your elected officials in that state, and let them know you are opposed to this issue. This is just not a hunting matter, this is not a matter of whether it is ethical or not, to hunt a high fence operation, that doesn’t matter. It should be, the individuals choice. What really is the intrusion here is that people have private property, they have chose to go out and get a permit to run that kind of operation. On property they have bought and paid for, now someone is telling them they can’t utilize their property how they see fit. If you want to get to the truth of the matter, all of the animals that are sold and processed for food are under confinement too.
Keith: Are there hunts available for all types of weapons?

Paul: Yes, there are certain hunts, for instance, if we have an open range hunt it has to follow state hunting regulations, depending whether it is archery or firearm season. At most of the hunting ranches it is going to be weapon of choice. The thing I want to remind people of, is that the weapon of choice should be sufficient to cleanly kill the animal that they will be hunting.

Keith: after a customer books a hunt with a guide or an outfitter, what are some of the things the hunter should do, or be prepared to do, when they get to their hunt?

Paul: For starters, anyone who is going to book a hunt anywhere, needs to practice constantly with their weapon. You need to be prepared to take a good shot, then, make a good shot under all conditions. Another thing is to make sure you have the right equipment for the hunt, whether it be the proper camo,  or your hunter orange. When you book a hunt ask all the questions that you can, because the more informed and prepared you are, the better the hunt is going to be.
Keith: Yeah, I don’t think you would want to book an elk hunt out west if you were not physically fit enough, for the demands of that type of hunt.

Paul: You bring up an important point of being in the physical condition of the hunt.

Keith: What about special needs hunts?

Paul: At Sunrize we guide quite a few hunters with special needs, whether they be in a wheelchair, or have some other type of disability. There are hunts out there for everybody. I’d like to see everybody involved in hunting.

Keith: Some of the readers of GOA may even want to book a hunt with Ted Nugent himself, is that possible?

Paul: Absolutely, it possible, we have several open range hunts, we have hunts at specific ranches, including our own. Typically they will be specific dates, these are announced on our web site at www.tednugent.com , they can also call 1-800-343-HUNT.

Keith: Is there anything you would like to pass on to the GOA readers about Sunrize Safari’s and the services that you offer?

Paul: We offer a high quality operation with the best customer service available. I guess from a hunter’s standpoint, hunters really need to consider supporting hunters. The one thing I have noticed is that everybody likes a different style of hunting. I think the most important thing in our sport, and the hunting lifestyle, is that everybody support each other.

Keith: Paul, I’d like to thank you for taking the time to speak to us today.

Paul: Your welcome, it’s been a pleasure.


To book a hunt of a lifetime, contact Paul Wilson at Ted Nugent’s Sunrize Acres in Jackson, Michigan. You can go to their website at www.tednugent.com or call 1-800-343-HUNT.
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